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The past

> Founded 2002 by Gary Sherman (Alaska)

> Started as a viewer for geospatial data 
(PostGIS and shapefile)

> Platform independent because of Qt 
libraries (first windows version 2005)

> Open source license (GPL 3) 
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The past (2)

> Continuously attracted more people to work 
on the project and more users
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The present

> QGIS is no longer a geospatial viewer only, it 
is a GIS software suite

> Wikipedia 2013: “A software suite or 
application suite is a collection of computer 
programs, usually application software and 
programming software of related 
functionality, often sharing a more-or-less 
common user interface and some ability to 
smoothly exchange data with each other”
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QGIS is a Desktop GIS

> Access to a large number of vector / raster 
datasources

> New in 2.0: support for Oracle spatial
> New in 2.0: support for MSSQL

> Viewer functionality
> New in 2.0: raster resampling

> Editing functionality
> A lot of editing functions and options
> undo / redo

> Vector / raster analysis
> New in 2.0: Sextante analysis framework

> Smart placement of labels and diagrams
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QGIS has a print module ( Composer)

> Convenient print layout by dragging item 
frames

> Different item types: map, scalebar, legend, 
arrows, text, html, image, attribute table

> New in 2.0:
> Multipage layouts
> Multicolumn legends
> Overview map
> Convenient item placement rulers and snap
> Serial printing

> Demo
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QGIS has a database manager
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QGIS has a datasource browser

> Browse existing datasources (files, 
databases, services)

> Convenient layer drag into the desktop 
window

> Straightforward database import with drag-
and-drop

> Can be used as a standalone application or 
as a dock widget in QGIS
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QGIS is extensible with plugins

> C++ and python interface to program 
custom extensions

> A lot of already existing extensions can be 
downloaded with the python plugin installer
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QGIS is a web GIS

> QGIS Server: WMS 1.3 / 1.1.1 Server

> QGIS Webclient / Lizmap Webclient



Quantum-GIS diena 2013 QGIS – past, present and future

QGIS is in the cloud

> Publish maps directly on the internet

> No server infrastructure / maintainance needed

> A plugin conveniently uploads the data / map 
configuration

> Free of charge for public maps
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QGIS has experimental modules

> Version for mobile devices

> 3D globe
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QGIS has commercial support near 
your place

> www.qgis.org/en/commercial-support.html

> 24 service providers in 15 countries
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The future

> Version 2.0 announced for June 2013

> After 2.0:
> Rendering in threads
> Handling of database relations / forms
> ...
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